RAL Bch, NeaG. 


OCTOBER 16, 1953 


GENERAL SITUATION 


The month of September continued dry 
until the week end of September 19 when 
scattered rains were received in some 
Mountain and Eastern areas; and on Sepe- 
tember 26 when generous rains were re- 
ceived over practically the entire State. 
Mostly open weather has prevailed since 
that time. 

Conditions during the month were fave 
orable for harvest of crops and such upere 
ations have been unusually active. Hare 
vest of cotton during September was the 
heaviest in many years. By the end of 
the month practically all of Types 12 and 

(Continued on Page 7) 


OCTOBER 1 TOBACCO REPORT 


Total flue-cured tobacco production in 
North Carolina was estimated at 806,680.- 
000 pounds as of October 1 -- 13 million 
pounds above the September 1 estimate. 
The estimate was based upon preliminary 
sales data and recent reports from growers, 
Present indications point to a crop 10 per- 
cent below production in 1952, but 4 per- 
cent above the 1942-51 average. 

Prospective production of Type 11 to- 
bacco in North Carolina ++ grown princi- 
pally in Piedmont counties «+ remained un- 
changed from the 246,975,000 pounds which 
has been forecast since the middle of Aug- 

 Wlontinued on Page ?) 
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Attracting world-wide attention and hailedas the "most significant new building in this 
country", the coliseum on the State Pair Grounds (also called "a livestock judging pavilton", 
but officially named "The State Pair Arena") is destined to serve agriculture, industry, com- 
merce and the general welfare of Worth Carolina as a year 'round center for educational, in- 


spirational and recreational events. 


OCTCBER TOBACCO (Cont'd) 


ust.:; This is a fourth less than last year’s 
production of 330,050,000 pounds and is 
13 percent below the 10-year average. ' The 
average yield per acre expected this sea- 
son is 925 pounds. Both the yield per acre 
and total production for this type are the 
lowest since 1943.‘ Extensive drought con- 
ditions throughout the season account pri- 
marily for the short crop. : A considerable 
proportion of the crop in many areas ree 
mained to be barned after October 1.°: 

For Type 12, production is now set at 
441,885,000 pounds, or nearly 12,000,000 
pounds more than the estimate of a month 
earlier.: With about two-thirds of the crop 
sold by October 1, sales data and reports 
from growers both indicated a heavier crop 
than was expected a month ago. The cure 
rent estimate of production for Type 12is 
about 2 percent below the 452,120,000 
pounds harvested in 1952 but is nearly 12 
percent above the 194251 average produce 
tion. This year’s yield per acre now stands 
at 1335 pounds, comparing with.a 1270- 
pound yield in 1952. 

Type 13 production in North Carolina is 
presently estimated at 117,820,000 pounds, 
only slightly above the 115,920,000 produce 
ed in 1952 but a fourth more than the ave 
erage from {942 through 1951, This year’s 
indicated yield of 1370 pounds per acre 
compares with a yield of 1260 pounds in 
1952.: By October j, about nine-tenths of 
the Border Belt crop had been sold, - 

In the North Carolina Burley Belt, proe 
duction prospects dropped about a half mile 
lion pounds dunng September. Thus, a crop 
of 19,210,000 pounds was estimated as of 
October 1, Such a crop is about a million 
pounds below the 20,160,000 pounds pro- 
duced last year but almost a fourth larger 


than the 1942-51 average. This year’s ave | 
erage yield per acre is currently estimated , 
at 1700 pounds, 20 pounds above that of . 


1952, 
The total U.‘S. tlueecured production 


for 1953 is estimated at 1, 233,602,000 | 
pounds, 10 percent below the 1,365,341,000 | 


pounds harvested last year. 


OCTOBER 1 COTTON REPORT 


The North Carolina cotton crop for 1953 
is forecast at 460,000 bales (500°-pounds 
gross weight).: This October 1 forecast is 
unchanged from the August 1 and Septem- 
ber 1 predictions and is 19 percent below 
the 1952 crop of 569,000 bales and 11 pers 
cent below the 10-year (1942°51) averagé 
production of 522,000 bales. : 

The current crop is the most rapidemove 
ing on record in North Carolina, with ap- 
proximately 50 percent of the crop ginned 
prior to October 1. The crop has been come 
pletely harvested on many individual farms, 
particularly throughout the eastern coune 
ties. | 

Lint yield per acre is placed at 290 
pounds -- 76 pounds below 1952 yield and 
compares with 345 pounds for the 1942°51 
average yield per acre. ‘The lower 1953 yield 
is the result of the combined onslaught of 
drought and heavy weevil infestation.: The 
above production is based upon the prose 
pective 290-pound yield from a currently 
forecast 762,000 acres for harvest. : 

The Nation’s 1953 cotton crop iS Cure 
rently forecast at 15,596,000 bales (500° 
pounds gross weight), This is 3 percent 
more than the 15,136,000 bales produced 
last year and is 28 percent above the 10- 
year (1942°51) average production. : 


(See table on Page 3) 


CORN PROSPECTS UNCHANGED 


The North Carolina corn crop for 1953 
is forecast at 58,380,000 bushels.: The 
October j forecast is the same as Septeme- 
ber 1. 

The current forecast of 58,380,000 
bushels, if realized, would be 3,9 percent 
above the poor 1952 crop, but about three 
million bushels below the 1942°51 average 
crop. | 

The yield per acre is estimated at 26,5 
bushels. This compares with an average 
yield of 25,5 bushels last year and the 10- 
year average yield of 17,4 bushels. 
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SEPTEMBER WEATHER SUMMARY 


Tropical storms have strong influence 
on average September weather in North 
Carolina, and few Septembers pass without 
one or more of these storms having its ef- 
fect on the weather.: This year four full- 
fledged hurricanes and one lesser storm 
came into the picture, but only one af- 
fected the State strongly. A small storm 
lying off the Georgia coast at the begine 
ning of September moved inland over Geor- 
gia on the ist, but caused only light rain 
on the southern portion of North Carolina. 
Hurricanes passed some distance offshore 
in the Atlantic on the 6th, 12th and 13th, 
but all were too far away to have a great 
deal of effect on North Carolina weather. 
Finally, on the 26th, a hurricane moved 
out of the Gulf of Mexico across north Flo- 
rida into Georgia where it died, but not 
before giving North Carolina the most gen- 
eral heavy rain since Spring. : 

September is normally a dry month exe 
cept where affected by tropical storms, and 
such was the case this year. : A slowemov- 
ing front which crossed the State on the 
5th and 6th caused the first statewide gene 
eral rain in several weeks, but amounts 
were less than an inch over at least half 
of the State’s area, some of it lying in the 
driest sections.: Other fronts passing on 
the 13th and on the 17th through the 21st 


produced scattered showers, heavy in some 
places but negligible in others.: On the 
25th, cloudiness and rain spreading northe 
ward from a hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico 
reached the southern portion of North Caro- 
lina. : By the night of the 26th, ‘steady rain 
was falling on all parts of the State. : To- 
tal amounts from this storm ranged from 
more than six inches on the southeast 
coast down to less than an inch in the 
northern mountains, the greater part of the 
State getting two inches or more. : 

There were no unusual extremes of tem- 
perature in North Carolina during Septeme 
ber.’ The month began and ended on a 
slightly warm note, ‘with most of the time 
in between just a little cooler than longs 
term averages for the time of the year. 
Thus, the month as a whole averaged out 
about a degree below normal in most parts 
of the State.: The highest temperatures 
generally occurred on one of the first three 
days of the month, when readings in the 
90’s were recorded from the mountains to 
the coast. : The coolest day over the State 
as a whole was the 23rd, but some locali- 
ties had their lowest morning temperatures 
on other dates.: There was some light 
frost in the mountain valleys, but few 
places outside the mountains dropped bee 
low forty dégrees at any time.: 


NORTH CAROLINA - INCHES OF RAINFALL, SEPTEMBER 1953 


Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


Meteorologist 


Charles B. Carney g, 


NORTH CAROLINA 
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GENERAL SITUATION (Ccont+a) 


13 tobacco had been harvested. 
of corn was also getting under way in the 


Eastern commercial area but harvesting 


of cotton and grading and marketing of 
tobacco was offering stiff competition to 
corn harvest. 

Preparation of seed beds for planting 
small grains, pasture and winter cover 
crops has been delayed by lack of mois- 
ture but tractors have been going over- 
time in recent days in an attempt on the 
part of the farmers to catch up with plow- 
ing and fall seeding operations. 


APPLE PRODUCTION DOWN 


Tar Heel apple prospects on October 1 
remained the same as the previous month’s 
estimate of 873,000 bushels.: However, 
this production, if realized, will be 57 pere 
cent below last year’s recordehigh produce 
tion of 2,053,000 bushels and 18 percent 
below the 10Q*year average production of 
1,067,000 bushels. 


PEANUT ESTIMATE LOWER 


The 1953 North Carolina picked and 
threshed peanut crop is estimated at 203,- 
500,000 pounds as of October j.: A crop 
of this size, if realized, would be the smale 
lest in 20 years and 35 percent below the 
311,550,000 pounds produced last year. 

A reduction in acreage of g percent or 
16,000 acres from last year accounts for 
part of this decrease in production. ' Howe 


ever, ‘a decrease in yield from 1,550-pounds 


in 1952 to 1,100 pounds this year is prie 
marily responsible for the lower produce 
tion. 


RECORD EGG PRODUCTION 


North Carolina flocks produced a total 
of 104 million eggs during the month of 
September, 1953, a record high for that 
particular month.: This is 22 percent 
above the g5 million eggs produced during 
September of 1952 and 2) percent above 
the previous September record-high years 
of 1950 and 1951, 


Picking 


HAY PROSPECTS DECLINE 


Even though many sections of the State 
have received good rains in recent weeks, 
these rains were too late to be of much 
help in the production of most hay crops. 
The October 1 forecast of hay production 
is 1,703,000 tons, ‘the smallest crop since 
1941, -- 252,000 tons below 1952 and 207,- 
000 tons below the iQ-*year average pro- 
duction of 1,280,000 tons.: Reasonably 
good yields were obtained for the early hay 
crops such as grain hay, clover-timothy 
and the first cuttings of alfalfa.: The pro- 
longed drought, however, has cut sharply 
into yields of soybean, lespedeza and late 
cuttings of alfalfa.: Peanut hay yields are 
expected to be near average. . ‘ 


SOYBEAN PROSPECTS DECLINE 


As of October 1,:a 3,755,500 bushel 
soybean crop is estimated for 1953,-*+ a 
decrease of about 3.4 percent from last 
month’s estimate of 3,885,000 bushels. 
Such a production, ‘if realized, will be 192 
percent below last year’s production, but 
9 percent above the iQ°year average of. 
3,434,000 bushels. : 


GRAIN.STOCKS VARIABLE 


In North Carolina, stocks of corn, wheat, - 
and soybeans on farms October 1 were bee 
low those of a year earlier. : Other stocks, 
however, including oats, barley and rye, 


. were higher.: Present stocks of corn, rye | 


and soybeans are the only ones below the 
1942°51 average. 


MILK PRODUCTION SETS RECORD 


Milk production on North Carolina 
farms totaled 149 million pounds during 
the month of September.: This set a new 
record high output for the month of Sep- 
tember and was 3 percent above the 144 
million pounds produced during the same 
period a year ago, but was g percent below 
August production of 162 million pounds. . 


FARM REPORT 


Compiled ty authority of the 
URI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
S. R. Kewell, Assistant Chief 
and published by the 
{ORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Division of Statistics 
1eY. Ballentine, Commissioner of Agriculture 


Released semi-monthly through the 
Crop Reporting Service at Raleigh 


Renry L. Rasor, Statistician in Charge 


PRIMARILY FoR DISTRIBUTION TO 
CROP REPORTERS AND AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 


ORSGINAL INFORMATION DIRECT FROM 
FARMERS ANO OTHER LOCAL Sources 


SORGHUM GRAIN 
PRODUCTION ABOVE LAST YEAR 


The condition of grain sorghum as of 
October 1, indicates that a crop of 1,600,- 
000 bushels will be harvested this season. 
If such a crop materializes, it will be the 
largest of record for the State, comparing 
with 1,161,000 bushels produced last year 
and 999,000 bushels produced in 1951. 
The record production, however, will result 
from an increase in acreage rather than 
record yields. 

An average yield of 25 bushels (the 
Same as the September 1 estimate) is exe 
pected this season compared with an av- 
erage of 27 bushels last year and 30 bushe 
els in 1951, 
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SWEETPOTATO PRODUCTION 
ESTIMATE UNCHANGED 


Prospective production of sweetpota- 
toes in North Carolina, as of October 1, 
Showed no change from that of a month 
earlier, The crop is currently expected to 
produce 4,050,000 bushels for an average 
yield of 90 bushels per acre. This comes 
pares with last year’s total production of 
3,900,000 bushels for an average yield of 
100 bushels per acre and the 10-year ave 
erage (1942-51) production of 6,492,000 
bushels for an average yield of 107 bush- 
els per acre, 

Acreage for harvest in the State this 
year is currently placed at 45,000 come 
pared with 39,000 in 1952 and the 10-year 
average of 60,000 acres. 


